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the case for:
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Living in Stat en Island
The scene on a Saturday at the 

Urby complex in Stapleton.

Why move there?  
A massive Ferris wheel  
and hundreds of new 

apartments are coming—and 
so are the Brooklynites.
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W
hen i moved to Staten 
Island a couple years ago, it 
comforted me to see the 
blackened stubs of old  

pillars poking out of the harbor 
where the docks used to be, the 
overturned tree trunks and scrap 
metal. I had lived in 
Manhattan and Brook-
lyn for years, and on 
Staten Island—where 
there’s less pressure to 
erase and replace—
oddities can linger and 
even flourish. There’s 
no better example of 
this than the Staten 
Island boat graveyard, a wetland 
area on the North Shore that was 
once home to hundreds of retired 
ships, broken-down and rusting in 
shallow water—most of them 
beyond salvage, toxic from years of 
use. Here, old tugboats that have 
aged out of their occupations lie 

fossilized among collapsing house-
boats, gutted ferries still brightly 
orange in color, and the skeletal 
remains of massive ironclad ships 
that sit eaten away by rust, jagged 
outlines of their seafaring selves. 
Today, the ships that remain are 

owned by a recycling 
company that has 
fenced off the best 
access points with 
12-foot-high sheets  
of steel—but there are 
still ways in for visi-
tors with waterproof 
boots and a sense of 
adventure. Head away 

from the road, tramping through 
the high grasses and marshy turf  
to find a strangely peaceful scene: 
egrets stepping through the shoal, 
as several dark, ravaged maritime 
carcasses loom in the background, 
sinking deeper into the silt year 
after year. 

the case for staten island

32  Run a 10K  
in the Staten Island 
Greenbelt 
This 2,800-acre swath 
wends its way with 35 miles 
of trails through many of 
the borough’s 
neighborhoods. Notable 
points include Moses’ 
Mountain, the best spot for 
a 360-degree panorama, 
and Pump House Pond and 
Hourglass Pond, where, 
during the fall, the foliage is 
dramatically reflected in the 
water. The Greenbelt is 
beloved among cross-
country runners (and skiers, 
too); there’s a 10K High 
Rock Challenge that takes 
place there every spring. 

33  Heron-Watch  
in Blue Heron Park 
Preserve
This 222-acre park may be 
bisected by the fairly busy 

Poillon Avenue, but 
somehow it still manages to 
feel like the deep 
wilderness. Tucked into the 
suburban neighborhood of 
Annadale, its nature center 
hosts naturalist-led walks 
on its densely treed trails on 
weekends and has a library 
perfect for young birders. 
(It also offers  evening hikes 
and overnights that are 
popular among locals.) 
There are actually six kettle 
ponds here; the lily-pad-
covered Spring Pond is the 
closest, but Blue Heron 
Pond is equally photogenic. 
As the name suggests, you 
can spot blue herons here, 
as well as ospreys and wood 
ducks, and many pretty 
dragonflies.
  
34  Golf in Silver Lake 
Park and Go Fishing  
in Clove Lakes Park
Silver Lake Park may be 

more manicured than the 
Greenbelt, with its paved 
walkways, street lamps, 
and graceful iron fencing, 
but it’s worth a visit 
nonetheless for a peek at its 
reservoir that, from some 
vantage points, feels more 
New Paltz than New York. 
The reservoir is arguably 
more scenic than Central 
Park’s, though about a 
quarter of a mile shorter to 

circle for runners; it also 
has an 18-hole golf course. 
Adjacent Clove Lakes Park 
has plenty of walking trails. 
You can even cast a fishing 
line on Clove Lake itself.
  
35  Walk on Garbage  
in Freshkills Park
Fifteen years after Fresh 
Kills saw its last garbage-
filled barge ride up to its 

shore, the city’s Parks 
Department is turning 
trash mounds into trails. Its 
entire 2,200 acres are 
returning, after a fashion, to 
what the site used to be: a 
grand park. Fresh Kills was 
once largely made up of 
brackish marshes and 
creeks, and the current plan 
will restore a wetland 
ecosystem hospitable to 
flora and wildlife; add a 
canoe, boat, and kayak 
launch; landscape mounds 
into rolling meadows; 
install horseback-riding 
and hiking trails; plus build 
recreational spaces for ball 
games, golf, archery, and 
more. One thing at a time: 
At the moment, a 
playground is open, as are 
the soccer fields and a 
greenway on the outer rim. 
In three years, another 21 
acres will be made over.  sjr 

The Drug Crisis: 
Heroin and 
painkiller 
addiction has 
mushroomed on 
Staten Island, and 
overdose deaths 
this year could 
add up to 100  
or more. Mayor 
Bill de Blasio  
just allocated 
$3.66 million to 
help fight the 
epidemic, and 
Cuomo signed a 
law limiting the 
number of pills 
doctors can 
prescribe at  
a time. 

Is there an indie movie 
theater? No, but 

Aquehonga Cinema, a pop-
up film series, hosts 

screenings of independent 
movies (like Orson Welles’s  

F for Fake) at various venues 
like the Austen House 

museum (2 Hylan Blvd.). The 
UA Staten Island 16 cineplex 

(2474 Forest Ave.) will, on 
occasion, screen independent 

movies like Florence Foster 
Jenkins or Hell or High 

Water.

Is there an art scene? 
“When my partner and  

I moved here in December 
from Bushwick, we had no 

idea what to expect. It became 
clear that amid the Sri 

Lankan community and the 
middle-class African-

American community, there’s 
also this contingent of 

creatives that got displaced in 
the gentrification push in 

Park Slope in the early ’90s. 
Staten Island’s history of 
receiving people who are 

priced out of Brooklyn is not 
new. But there’s also not 
enough density to create  
a larger arts community 

quite yet. It’s like when I lived 
in Bushwick after college in 

’99—there’s this thing of 
people living some place to 

work there. And then the cafés 
and restaurants arrive, then 

the luxury hotels. Staten 
Island just hasn’t hit that 

breaking point yet.”
—Jen Liu, Tompkinsville, 

artist 

What’s the Seamless 
situation? Decent. A recent 
search for St. George yielded 

36 restaurants (versus 
Gramercy Park’s 534).

Are there 24-hour  
corner delis? Yes, but 

mainly on the North Shore.

How are the schools?
Decent. Parents will find 
some strong elementary-
school options dispersed 

throughout the island, says 
Laura Zingmond, senior 

editor at insideschools.org. 
There are also a handful of 

lottery schools (like the  
pre-K–12 Michael J. 

Petrides School in Todt 
Hill). Staten Island Tech is 

one of the city’s best 
specialized high schools. 
Plus, there are also a few 

Jewish elementary schools 
and dozens of parochial and 

private schools. 

reporting by s. jhoanna 
robledo, belle cushing, 

and molly elizalde

Used Bookstore and Café Run by a Commune Every Thing Goes Book Café (208 Bay St., Tompkinsville); Lakeside Bolete Mushrooms “In High Rock Park, there’s a little path that goes down to the lake where I hunt for boletes. They’re tasty when fried with garlic and parsley.” —Lara Vapnyar, writer     BELLE CUSHING AND HILARY REIU

You Might As Well Be in the Catskills
With all the lake fishing, hiking trails, and osprey sightings.

But It’s Not All Tiki Bars  
and Ferris Wheels 

Want to rile a Staten Islander? Broach one of these topics. 
by nick tabor

The Eric Garner 
Trial:
Two years later, 
Garner’s relatives 
are still waiting  
for results  
from a federal 
investigation into 
whether his  
civil rights  
were violated. 
Meanwhile, 
residents of 
Garner’s old 
neighborhood, 
Tompkinsville, 
have said cops are 
spending less time 
patrolling their 
streets because of 
the tension. 

Political 
Corruption: 
First there was  
the island’s  
tax-evading 
congressman, 
Michael Grimm, 
who was just 
released from  
jail. And this 
summer, five  
cops from the 
borough have 
been called out  
in the FBI’s  
probe into NYPD 
corruption. 
Investigators say 
at least two of 
them were  
taking bribes. 

Trump 
Supporters: 
The Donald  
won more than  
80 percent  
of Staten Island’s 
GOP vote in the 
April primary.  
His supporters  
are concentrated 
on the South 
Shore, while the 
rest of Staten 
Island is more 
liberal. It figures 
that someone 
recently torched  
a Donald Trump 
sign on a North 
Shore front lawn.

There’s a Wonderfully  
Strange Ship Graveyard

by alexandra kleeman

You Can Get 
Really Drunk 
(or Married)
on the Ferry
According to people 
who’ve done both.

Have an  
After-Hours Party  

“It was like 1 a.m., and my 
friends and I, we didn’t want 
to go home. I had an idea.  
I went to the liquor store, 

bought tons of booze, then 
went to a deli and got 

sandwiches. We got into  
a cab in Manhattan, and my 
friends still didn’t know what 

was going on. I asked the 
driver to take us to South 

Ferry. We mixed vodka into 
Sprite bottles. You can bring 

whatever you want onto 
the ferry, and they sell beer 
and wine in a bar. Don’t go 

crazy. You will get in trouble 
if you’re being loud and 

obnoxious. Remember that 
some people are just, like, 

traveling home.”
—Mark Rosenberg, 33, 
Washington Heights

 
Have a Wedding Party

“My fiancé, Brian, and  
I started riding the ferry and 

getting the logistics: 
counting seats, timing the 

trip. There are three models 
of ferry, and you never know 

which one you’re going to 
get. We talked to some ferry 
workers and they were like, 
‘Nope, you can’t do it.’ On 
the day of, we had friends 

who ran ahead and 
sectioned off seating and 
made sure no one pushed 

Grandma. We kept the 
ceremony short so there’d 

be time to have our 100 
guests walk onto the back 
deck, with the view of the 

Manhattan skyline. Then we 
had some friends sing Billy 
Joel’s ‘The Longest Time’  
a cappella. All the ferry 

workers watched and took 
photos. We got a shout-out 
from the captain.” —Akemi 

Martin, 34, Gowanus
AS TOLD TO KAITLIN MENZA
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Silver Lake Park

Freshkills Park


