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THE ALBUM
a relaxed backyard event... . .a marathon celebration... . .a woodland wedding... . .an international affair.. . . . 

a beachy bash.....a tugboat to-do.....a raucous night in newburgh.....rock-and-roll nuptials.....an upstate family party

Photograph by Chellise Michael

Now We Party
On a tugboat, at City Hall,  

and how seven other New York  
couples chose to celebrate. 

by kaitlin menza

Alexandra Morris 

& Javier Morales

The Gramercy 
Park Hotel

october 15, 
2016
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a relaxed backyard event

 Jena & Tommy Wolfe
Southampton, N.Y.

september 17, 2016

when tommy wolfe, 31, first met his wife, Jena, 29, it was in passing 
nearly a decade ago, and she was dating someone else. “Even though we 
only met one night years before, I thought of her a couple of times since 
then,” he remembers. “I didn’t even know her name, but I was struck.” 
They were “inseparable” from the moment they reconnected, says Jena. 
Following a proposal in the south of France, the creative couple (she’s 
in digital marketing and design; he’s a furniture designer and sculptor) 
compiled a deck to distribute to their vendors, outlining an unfussy, 
organic aesthetic—which extended from the location at Tommy’s fam-
ily house to the “muted, understated” blooms by Peartree Flowers. 
“People were crazy about the flowers,” Jena says. When the 140 guests 
reached their seats, they found name cards and menus Tommy had 
written by hand (he also inked each invite individually, from envelope 
to RSVP), followed by comfort food from Fig & Pig Catering. The focus 
was on dancing, so “we broke it up so that after cocktail hour there was 
a dance set right away. Then first course, then 
dance set, and so on,” Jena says. The father of 
the groom, writer Tom Wolfe, gave a quick 
speech but kept it low-key by not wearing his 
signature white suit. “I think he was aware of 
not stealing the show,” Tommy says. “He wanted 
to let the bride wear white on this occasion.”

 “I’m the person  
to say, ‘I can do that 
myself instead of 
paying someone else,’ ” 
Tommy says of  
hand-lettering every 
piece of stationery.
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THE DETAILS

dress:
Theia

suit: 
Custom by Vincent 
Nicolosi and Beth 

Neville Evans

dj: 
Chances With 

Wolves

cake:
Sweethaus

hair and 
makeup: 

Rachael Gray

photographs by
Les Loups

 “All the groomsmen 
went surfing that 

morning,” Tommy says. 
“When the bridesmaids 
got to the reception, my 

hair was still wet.”
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THE DETAILS

dresses: 

Nikki Chasin, Dress 
the Population,  
Jill Jill Stuart

suit: 

The Black Tux

flowers: 

Designs by Ahn

hair and makeup: 

Natalie Le

photo booth: 

The Bosco 

photographs by 

Les Loups for the 
Wedding Artists 

Collective

a marathon celebration

Sylvie Kim & 
Kevin Li

City Hall and the Beatrice Inn

m ay 26, 2016

the road to marriage was a treacherous 
one for Sylvie Kim, 32, and Kevin Li, 37. After 
they had dated for three years, Kevin, a cre-
ative director, proposed to Sylvie, a graphic 
designer, after a four-hour hike in upstate 
New York. “As we got up there, my shorts 
started to rip, but when I knelt down to pro-
pose, they completely split,” he says. “I’m half 
crying and half laughing,” Sylvie recalls. The 
torn shorts are now framed in their home. 
They debated many venues for their wedding 
and finally settled on several: a morning cer-
emony at City Hall with their families, lunch 
at Numero 28 Pizzeria in the West Village, 
then naps (and a photo session), followed by 
dinner at the Beatrice Inn for 77 people and 
an after-party at the Django. “We ended up 
sacrificing our guest list so we could have 
amazing wine and food,” Sylvie says. And 
she got three wedding dresses out of the deal. 
“I was looking at dresses for a few months 
almost every day,” she says. “My City Hall 
dress was on the rack 
on the last day of a 
Nikki Chasin sample 
sale. It was perfect—it 
even had pockets!” 

 “Once we got to  
City Hall, our friends 
were waiting for us. 
We got a round of 
applause,” Kevin says. 
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pablo kohan, 35, and emily davidian, 36, met as co-workers at an architecture 
firm in 2012 and successfully hid their romance until the office holiday party. “It 
was the most obvious coming-out,” Pablo remembers. “We rolled in together the 
next morning two hours late.” When choosing a venue, the couple wanted to share 
their passion for biking upstate with their 55 guests and selected a friend’s flower 
farm. “Our friend trimmed the apple tree so people could stand under it. The tree 
forced people to get close.” At the reception, guests dined on Middle Eastern 
dishes like pomegranate couscous, in a nod to Emily’s Armenian heritage, fol-
lowed by dulce de leche ice cream for Pablo (who’s Argentine). Later in the night, 
the farm’s owner, Joncy Bennett, started a bonfire. “After failed attempts, he came 
out with a blowtorch,” remembers Pablo. “All the adults were worried that he was 
about to light our wedding on fire. It would have a been a cool finale.”

a woodland wedding

Emily Davidian 
& Pablo Kohan 
Private farm in Callicoon Center, N.Y.

july 23, 2016

THE DETAILS

dress: 
Rime Arodaky

suit: 
Ryan Seacrest

catering: 
Lekker Catering 

flowers: 
Teensa Flowers 

wedding bands: 
Designed by Pablo 

Kohan and cast  
by Shapeways

photographs by 
Loreto Caceres 

 

 Guests were told 
of the ceremony 
spot, “You’ll know  
it when you find it.”
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mark hannan, 36, is from Belfast, and Julio Neves, 42, is from São Paulo. They 
live in London and got engaged in the Maldives. But “we knew we didn’t want 
the wedding in London. We wanted an excuse to not have to invite anyone but 
our close friends,” says Mark, an account manager. “New York is the first place 
we spent Christmas together, and it was the first time I knew I was going to spend 
the rest of my life with him.” They exchanged vows in Central Park in front of 35 
guests, then took the elevator to the top floor at Ink48. “Mark is the planner, I’m 
the vision person,” says Julio, a director at Expedia. “So I said to him, ‘It has to be 
a rooftop. We have to be able to see New York.’ ” Julio then worked with Ink48’s 
event manager to plan flowers (tall white orchids) and food (peekytoe-crab salad 
and duck breast). “It was just chilled out, all you can eat and drink, which I think 
the hotel regretted because we had so many Irish guests,” Mark says. 

an international affair

Mark Hannan  
& Julio Neves

Conservatory Garden  
in Central Park and Ink48 Hotel

m ay 28, 2016

THE DETAILS

suits:
Emporio Armani  

(on Mark); 
 Armani (on Julio)

shoes:
Prada (both)

cake:
Lael Cakes

flowers:
Starbright Floral

rings:
Tiffany & Co.

photographs by
Unique Lapin 
Photography  “When we sat down for 

dinner, the fire alarm went  
off. Some guests thought 
strippers were coming.  
We were like, ‘I don’t know 
what kind of wedding you 
think this is,’ ” Mark says. 
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a beachy bash

Remy & Brett Glassman
The Surf Lodge in Montauk, N.Y.

september 24, 2016

remy glassman, 32, a designer at Aerie, spent her childhood summers on 
Fire Island and wanted to get married there. “We’re beach people. But Fire 
Island is not conducive to this kind of thing,” she admits. “Montauk felt the 
most like Fire Island, with that laid-back surfer vibe.” The colorful Surf 
Lodge, with its driftwood art and surfboard décor, created a festive atmo-
sphere. “The biggest priority was having a party, not a wedding,” says Brett, 
45, a financial adviser. The layout of the Surf Lodge, with multiple bars and 
seating areas, along with a sand pit, allowed their 250 guests to bounce 
around informally between a buffet dinner and dancing to a reggae band 
and DJ. At one point, the couple re-created the Dirty 
Dancing lift on the dance floor. “I wanted everyone 
to feel like whatever they wanted to make of the 
night, they had an outlet,” Remy says. “I was on the 
dance floor the entire night. I told people, ‘Come say 
hi to me, I will be dancing.’ ”

 “Walking down 
the aisle was a 
party,” Brett says. 
“People were cheering 
on the groomsmen 
and bridesmaids.”

THE DETAILS

dress:
Lihi Hod

suit:
Suitsupply

reggae band:
Soul Junkies 

dj:
DJ Neza

planner:
Fran Jackowitz 

Events

hair and makeup:
Glamsquad

videography:
Eric Nelson Duran

photographs by
A Day of Bliss 
Photography 
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as business partners, Lyndsay Caleo, 38, and Fitzhugh Karol, 34, renovate 
and design homes through their firm, Brooklyn Home Company. Seeking their 
next construction adventure, the two decided to buy and restore a tugboat. 
“Turns out, there was a big learning curve,” Lyndsay says. After months of work, 
the pair realized all of their parents were visiting the same weekend. “Fitzhugh 
was like, ‘Why don’t we just get married while they’re here?’ ” Lyndsay says. 
Days later, they were wed on their tugboat, Lucy, surrounded by 20 immediate 
family members and friends. Following the ceremony, they moved to Lyndsay’s 
father’s bigger yacht and texted more friends to join the party, eventually gath-
ering 75 people. Once aboard, the crowd ate passed hors d’oeuvre and danced 
to a friend’s funk band until the wee hours. “During our first dance, some fire-
works started,” Fitzhugh says. “We thought someone surprised us, but it was an 
unbelievable coincidence.” 

a tugboat to -do 

Lyndsay Caleo &
Fitzhugh Karol

Hudson River

 september 10, 2016

THE DETAILS

dress:
Pronovias  

for ceremony,  
BHLDN  

for reception

suit:
J.Crew

band:
The Family Jones

cake:
Mira Evnine

flowers:
Saipua

photographs by
Heather Waraksa

 “People were waving 
from the Staten Island 
Ferry,” Lyndsay says. 
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a raucous night in newburgh

Vanessa Agard-Jones 
& Shayla Sellars

Atlas Studios in Newburgh, N.Y.

august 6, 2016

“we came up with a wedding mission state-
ment: We wanted everyone to feel welcome, and 
we didn’t want to start our marriage in deep 
debt,” says Vanessa Agard-Jones, 37, an anthro-
pology professor. She and Shayla Sellars, 33, a 
real-estate investor, tried to figure out how they 
could get married at their house in Newburgh, 
but they ultimately chose Atlas Studios, a co-
working space nearby where Shayla keeps her 
office. For décor, the couple bought 200 paper 
lanterns. Vanessa adds, “I collect little glass bot-
tles, and we put those down too.” They also asked 
their 90 guests to wear gray or silver for cohesive 
photos. After a first dance to Anita Baker’s “It’s 
Been You,” friends and family stormed the dance 
floor. The party continued back at the couple’s 
house, where their siblings engaged in a floor-
board-rattling step battle. 
“There were a lot of rela-
tionships popping off from 
that after-party,” Shayla 
says, laughing. “I thought 
people would get along, 
but not like this.”

 “I wanted a big 
party, where people 
could be dressed in 
something a little 
nice but they 
wouldn’t have to go 
all out,” Shayla says. 
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THE DETAILS

dress:
Carol Hannah

suit:
Kris Harring

dj:
DJ Rimarkable

catering:
Fresh Company

cake:
Elise Toy

flowers:
Diana Mae Flowers 

coordinator:
Sage Newkirk at 
Hudson Valley 

Ceremonies

photographs by 
Hudson River 
Photographer
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they met at a yoga class, and it was in a yoga pose that Brian Chase, 39, pro-
posed to Erin, 39. “He was doing a backbend, and I was helping. When he came 
up to stand, he had a note in his mouth,” says Erin, a dentist. The most compli-
cated part of the planning process was wrangling the music; as the drummer of 
Yeah Yeah Yeahs, Brian had a guest list featuring a who’s who of local rockers. 
Imaad Wasif played “Let’s Stay Together” for their first dance, followed by a set 
from jazz composers John Zorn, Ikue Mori, and Susie Ibarra. A bagpiper per-
formed the Star Wars theme as the couple recessed. Of course, Brian couldn’t 
resist performing with his bandmates Karen O and Nick Zinner. “But I was told 
to keep my performing to a minimum,” he says. “I was there for Erin.”

rock-and -roll nuptials

Erin &  
Brian Chase

Greenpoint Loft

ju ne 6, 2016

THE DETAILS

dress:

Veka Bridal 

suit:
Lanvin

tie:
Title of Work by 

Jonathan Meizler

catering:
Five Spice

cake:
Momofuku Milk Bar 

rings:
Satomi Kawakita 

photographs by
Khaki Bedford 
Photography

 “There was Brian’s music 
crowd with my friends 
mixed, and the dental 

people with yoga people, 
plus family,” Erin says. 
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an upstate family party

Megan Udow 
& J.B. Rinaldi

Private home in Barneveld, N.Y.

july 30, 2016

though they met as students at the 
University of Oregon and live in Portland, 
Megan Udow and J.B. Rinaldi, both 30, 
knew they wanted to get married at J.B.’s 
family’s summerhouse in the Adirondacks. 
“I didn’t just want our wedding to be only 
representative of my family, but she came 
up with the idea and I was secretly like, 
‘Yes, perfect!’ ” says J.B., who’s in research 
at a health-care company. Family mem-
bers and friends decorated on the day of, 
lighting candles on tables, atop fence 
posts, and in lanterns dangling from trees. 
“I wanted as many lights as we could get,” 
says Megan, an administrator at Kaiser 
Permanente. After an Italian meal of 
shrimp pasta and fig salad served family 
style on two long farm tables, guests 
danced under the stars and into the quiet 
country roads. “At 3:30 a.m., people were 
like, ‘You have to go to bed,’ ” says Megan. 
“I didn’t want to take off my dress!”

 

 “Multiple generations of my 
family have lived there, so it 
meant a lot to me to get married 
at this house,” says J.B.

THE DETAILS

dress: 
Martina Liana 

suit: 
Brooks Brothers

bridesmaid 
dresses: 
Jenny Yoo

catering: 
Cafe CaNole

flowers: 
The Clinton Florist

invitations: 
Minted.com

photographs by 
Gabrielle 

Plucknette 
Photography
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