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The House That 
Pattern Built

One designer’s life journey 
is woven through the  
fabrics and textures of her 
Massachusetts home.

Natural textures—like 
the Malawi chairs from 
CB2 and a sisal rug 
from Fibreworks—mix 
with a globally inspired 
range of fabrics to 
make designer Mally 
Skok’s family room feel 
like a getaway at home. 
Curtains, Julia Double 
by Mally Skok Design. 
Hourglass table, 
Palecek. Ottoman, 
Schumacher in Mally 
Skok Design’s Ikat 
Crazy in Caramel. 
Opposite: Skok in her 
design studio.
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“ I like a riot of 
color and pattern 
in small,  
confined areas.”

F“Fabric has always been my starting point in projects,” says designer Mally 
Skok. “I would go into showrooms and take a little swatch, stick it on my 
pinboard, and stare at it.” Her own Lincoln, Massachusetts, home, where 
every surface seems to erupt in a mix of florid patterns and coordinated 
handmade objects, is a testament to that fact. More often than not, the 
fabrics are her own design.

Take the upstairs guest room, where the walls, the upholstery, and even 
the canopy above the bed are swathed in Brimfield by Mally Skok Design. 
“I like to have a riot of color and pattern in small, confined areas,” says 
Skok, who worked with an interior designer in London before moving her 
family to Massachusetts on something of a whim. “On the top floors of 
English country houses, everything’s got pattern on it, and it feels  
so cozy and fun,” she says. Just down the hall, the children’s bathroom is 
trimmed in bead board and wrapped in her own blue Suzani Luv wall
paper. In the two decades her family has lived in this house, Skok didn’t 
just launch her own Bostonbased design firm, but she also created more 
than 150 fabrics and wallpapers from patterns that she painstakingly 
handpaints first in watercolors.

A classic Patti Bros. 
pendant got a bold 
update with Blazer 
paint by Farrow & 
Ball. Below: Any col-
lection—like this 
array of antique 
cranberry glass 
that Skok has 
acquired over the 
years—makes a 
bigger impact  
when items are dis-
played together, 
instead of scattered 
throughout the 
house. Opposite: 
Upholstered walls 
(in a Home Couture 
fabric) help buffer 
the clang of silver-
ware and plates in 
this dining room. 
Mirror, Art & 
Antiques Fair 
Olympia in London.



82 83H O U S E  B E A U T I F U L H O U S E  B E A U T I F U L

Farrow and Ball’s 
Pitch Blue brings 
the drama in a 
daughter’s bed-
room. A colorful 
throw and a playful 
Jana Bek lamp bal-
ance out the look. 
Headboard fabric, 
Jessie in Navy by 
Mally Skok Design. 
Below: A large mir-
ror plays up the nat-
ural light streaming 
in from both ends  
of the hallway. The 
antique armchair, 
covered in Mally 
Skok Design’s Sofia 
in Multi, provides 
the perfect spot  
for taking off your 
shoes. Opposite: 
Skok’s Suzani Luv 
wallpaper punches 
up a classic blue-
and-white color 
scheme in this 
country-inspired 
bathroom.

The prints reflect her globetrotting life. Born and raised in South  
Africa, Skok developed one collection around some of the country’s native 
plants, like spindly green fynbos and spiky pink King protea. (“South 
Africans really embrace the outdoors,” she explains.) In her son’s bedroom, 
the leafy wallpaper was inspired by a trip to Botswana, where Skok’s 
grandparents “lived and loved the trees.” A pillow in the King Protea print 
is set jauntily on the bed in that allpink guest room. Patternonpattern  
is definitely a Skok thing.

Accompanying all these are an abundance of artisanal objects—hand
woven baskets and tables, painted ceramics and statues, all carefully 
sourced on trips home to South Africa. In the family room, “one basket is 
from the Himba tribe, who are a nomadic people in Namibia. Their pieces 
are so refined and beautifully constructed,” Skok explains. “I love to layer in 
those kinds of things and give respect to the people who made them.” 
Meaningful accents like these are given space to breathe against thought
ful neutrals, like a caramel ottoman and a sisal rug.

“I really believe that having simple linens—or going plain on the big  
furniture—lets you play with the rest of the room,” Skok explains. “It adds 
layers but doesn’t restrict you in any way. And then you can enliven the 
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Left: A trip to 
Botswana inspired 
the son’s bedroom. 
Art by Sprout 
Design and hand-
made lampshade 
from fabric found in 
Plettenberg Bay, 
South Africa. 
Vintage peacock 
chair from Brimfield 
Antique Show. 

room with fresh pillows or a throw.” As if to illustrate her point, a brightly 
colored textile is spread across the seat of the family room’s sofa, almost 
like she brought it in just to spice things up against the already vivid 
marigold upholstery.

The house itself, which Skok designed with local architect Christopher 
Hart, lends itself naturally to her worldview. “It’s got a very South African 
flavor to it,” Skok points out. “Big windows that go down to the floor, and  
the layout of the entry hall, with the living room on one side and the  
dining room on the other—that is what old Cape Dutch houses are like.”  
It was 22 years ago that she and her husband happened upon the original 
property while plotting what they then thought would be a temporary 
move from London to the U.S. “A friend showed us this piece of property 
with a beautiful pond, 16 miles outside of Boston,” Skok remembers.  
“We were stuck in the snow, and we wondered, ‘Should we do it? Should we 
just stay?’ We made the decision in about 20 minutes, and it completely 
changed our lives.”

“I’m not a rule breaker, I’m more of a rule ignorer,” Skok says, and this 
attitude is what got her started making fabrics in the first place. On a trip 
to India a decade ago, she kept dragging her sister back to the market  
to look at prints. “She finally said, ‘You should have your own fabric line,’ ” 
Skok recalls. “It seemed like such an outthere suggestion in those days, but 
the little seed was sown in my brain. I came back and got out my water
colors, and I started painting these patterns. They’re my view of Indian 
fabrics through a South Africa–slashLondon lens.” 

Above: A photo of 
Skok’s dog, Isabella, 
is pinned to her 
 board. Opposite: A 
guest room has a 
cozy vibe, thanks to 
its matching canopy 
and wall covering in 
Brimfield by Mally 
Skok Design. For 
more details, see 
Resources.

Family Room

PALETTE GUIDE

 Contessa  
in Multi 
Orange 
Eggplant 
Green by 
Home 
Couture.

Dining Room

 Brimfield in Petunia 
Pink; Indian Stripe in Pink 
Orange, both Mally Skok 
Design.

Guest Room

 50-50 Blend of Linen White and 01 White, 
Benjamin Moore.  Julia Double in Wheat, Mally 
Skok Design. Sanfor Airo linen in Gold, Libeco.


